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Lesson 1: How can we decrease our impact on the Earth’s climate at
our school?

Observations and Inquiries: Fill in the table with any observations and questions as you
watch the video.

Notices Wonderings

Procedure: Read the Solid Waste Plan from DPS’ Department of Sustainability. Then,
answer the questions.
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Lesson 1: Student Activity Sheet

Welcome to the
Department of Sustainability

Solid Waste

DPS and Denver Recycles

The DPS Sustainability Team has been working coliaboratively with Denver Solld Waste/Denver
Recycles, teachers and students to develop strategies to reduce the amount of solid waste that
goes into landfills.

Denver Recycles provides school-wide recyciing service to aimost every school and administrative
building In the district. Every classroom and cafeteria has a recycling bin and students are
encouraged to recycie plastic, paper, glass and aluminum products in school and at home.

Click here for more information on recycling in DPS schools!

Composting at DPS

Several schools across the district are coordinating composting in their cafeterias and classrooms.
These individual composting programs provide schools with the opportunity to further reduce their
impacts on landfills and the environment by saving food scraps and paper goods, which are taken

away by local compost haulers/manufacturers. Send us an email if you are interested in leaming

more about composting in schoois!

Reducing Cafeteria Waste

individual schools are also taking on reducing cafeteria waste by replacing Styrofoam and plastic
goods with paperboard and compostable products, as well as reusable trays and utensils.
Approximately B schools across the district have been working with Green Up Our Schools to
conduct waste audits and systematically reduce solid waste amounts across the school.

These materials were developed with funding through a grant from the Gordon and Betty This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution @ (1)
Moore Foundation to Northwestern University and the University of Colorado Boulder. 4.0 License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ —
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Making Sense: After reading the article, what are some ideas you have that we could do to
make an impact on reducing the Greenhouse Gas emissions at our school? Use your
understanding of climate change and information from the video in your answer.

Initial Ideas: Share your ideas with your table group. What similarities did you notice between
everyone’s ideas?

Generating Questions: What do we need to know in order to begin addressing food waste at
school?

Next Steps: Now that we have identified and grouped our questions, where should we start?
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